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Developer says
uburb will be a

By SARAH CRAWFORD

sarah.crawford @ dailymercury.com.au

IT will be the biggest urban deve-
lopment Mackay has seen, and Syd-
ney developer Kim Clarke reckons
his super suburb off Eimeo Road will
also be the best.

Over the next 10 years Xcel Pro-
perties managing director Mr Clarke
with the Paul Ramsay Group, plan to
spend $1.5 billion and create more
than 13,000 jobs with the construc-
tion of a residential development
with an emphasis on lifestyle for its
expected 5000 population.

More than half of the 298 hectares
of the development called Plantation
Palms will be parkland and public
spaces including natural bush, sub-
tropical wetlands and lakes.

The community will even have se-
ven kilometres of bike and walking
tracks, sporting grounds, a pool, golf
and bowling clubs, community
centre, two schools and a police sta-
tion.

The development application (DA)
for the new suburb is being reviewed
by Mackay City Council.

Council executive manager of
planning and environmental servic-
es, Graham Taylor said the DA was
in the decision-making period which
expires within the month.

“Itisregarded as one of the largest
master plan, integrated residential
estates in Mackay,” he said.

At the moment, Plantation Palms
consists of only a few paddocks,
some trees and wetlands between Ei-
meo Road and Mackay-Bucasia
Road.

But the developer believes once it
is signed off by council the first 50
houses will be built in a little over a
year.

Although developers have not offi-
cially begun their advertising cam-
paign they have received deposits on
blocks from their “teaser” advertise-
ments in The Daily Mercury this
year.

Their Smart Living advertise-
ments with a cheeky close-up of a
woman’s behind caught the atten-
tion of 28 readers who have all put
down deposits.
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“We have planned for 2000 dwell-
ings and we expect about 5000 people
will live here,” he said.

Mr Clarke bought the land three
years ago after many Mackay deve-
lopers turned it down.

“Local developers did not want to
buy it, it was not flat enough (to build
easily on),” he said.

Mr Clarke said he could have cut it
up, squeezed in as many houses as
possible and made a quick buck, but
he wanted to do more with the land.

“We are about good design, it’s

How developers are promoting Plantations Palms.

cheap to have a little cul-de-sac and Mr Clarke, who with his team has
squeeze five extra houses in at the spent over 2000 hours designing the
end but we are not about doing sub- community, thinks you can still
divisions with cul-de-sacs,” he said. make money and offer people the

his super
rea’s best
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best living possible.

Although areas have been set
aside for million-dollar mansions,
Mr Clarke also plans on creating af-
fordable housing as well which he
said was a “big thing” for the deve-
lopment.

“We could make money quicker by
doing a cut up job...but we know the
housing market goes up and down, in
five years this will be the number
one property in Mackay. People will
be able to sell much quicker here,” he
said.

Plantation
ataglance

PLANTATION Palms

RESULTS FROM THE
2007 MACKAY HAIR
FASHION AWARDS

will be a 298ha estate
between Eimeo and
Mackay Bucasia roads.

It will cost $1.5 billion
and is expected to create
13,000 jobs.

2000 houses will be
built on the site and 5000
people are expected to
live there.

About 53% of the area
will be parkland and
public spaces.

It will have sports
grounds, a pool, golf and
bowling clubs, a com-
munity centre, two
schools and a police
station. The planned
development is in the
Mackay City Council
approval process.

Apprentice of the Year

1st Jnr Female Haircut

1st Prom Night Total Look

2nd Prom Night Total Look

2nd Jnr Male Haircut

2nd Total Look Conversion Part 2
2nd Bridal Total Look

2nd Female Fashion Colour Jnr
3rd Creative Hot Hair

3rd Female Fashion Hair Colour

Runners up Certificates
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Vision of the Future

Prom Night Total Look
Boys Haircut
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Specialising in domestic work
* Toilets = Taps » Roofing+ Drainage * Showers
* Water Filters & Coolers < Hot Water Systems
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Need a hot water system?
For an obligation free

quote call Meredith on133 326
For all your domestic plumbing needs

callRobon 0437 577 193
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