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Couple scores a home run

Smart design, light materials, reduced waste cut family house prices

Looking at the new home of Arun and Smita Patil, left, Member for Dawson
James Bidgood, centre, Plantation Palms Properties managing director Kim
Clarke and Federal Minister for Housing Tanya Plibersek discuss the benefits of
affordable housing in Mackay.
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Don't waste time travelling from A to B to get your fresh, quality meat
produce. With Kuttabul Butchery, we help make ends “meat” with
our free home delivery service!

e Smallgoods smoked on premises — ham, beer sticks & bacon

e FREE Home & local delivery orders for Mackay, Seaforth,
Nebo.

e Bulk meat specialists — cryovac packs -

e Quality control — from grain feed lot to abattoir to butchery §

e Also EVERY Saturday morning at the Mackay Showground
MARKETS
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KUTTABUL
BUTCHERY

Bruce Highway, Kuttabul

Ph: 07 4954 0163 Fax: 07 4954 0185
Email: kuttabulbutchery@bigpond.com

KUTTABUL

KUTS

Moranbah Town Square Plaza, Moranbah
Ph: 07 4941 5668 Fax: 07 4941 7642
Email: kuttabulkuts@matilda.net.au

By FALLON HUDSON

fallon.hudson@dailymercury.com.au

STANDING in what will be his
family’s Kitchen, Arun Patil
could not wipe the smile of his
face.

And why wouldn’t he smile —
Mr Patil and his wife Smita
have had trouble finding their
dream home after months of
trying to find a house at a rea-
sonable price.

Yesterday, he showed Federal
Minister for Housing Tanya
Plibersek around the construc-
tion of his home at Plantation
Palms.

Not only did Mr Patil receive
his new home within his bud-
get, it was the first new home
and land sold under $350,000 in
Mackay.

Plantation Palms Properties
managing director Kim Clarke
said one of the reasons that the
home like Mr Patil’s was affor-
dable was due to its design,
lightweight materials and the
minimising of building waste.

He said some building sites
had up to 30 per cent waste,
where Plantation Palms had
about 10 per cent.

“Recent escalations in house
prices in Mackay have made the
new housing market unaffor-
dable for many would-be home
owners”.

AFFORDABLE

HOUSING

0 Plantation Palms is the largest
residential development under
construction in Mackay.

1 30 per cent of the area will be
available to address the
affordability crisis — providing
house and land under
$390,000.

0 Registration of the first stage
was finalised in April. Since
then 52 lots have been sold and
21 of these sales have been
house and land packages sold
to first home buyers.

“Why should firemen, nurses
and young couples be stopped
at buying a new house?” he
said.

Before moving to Mackay
from Melbourne to be an engi-
neering lecturer at CQUniveris-
ty Mr Patil said he found it
difficult to find a home under
$380,000.

He said they were very par-
ticular when it came to their
budget and what they were
willing to spend.

“We found a home in An-
dergrove, but we later found out
termites caused a structural
problem.

“We are very happy with our
new home,” he said.

Ms Plibersek was in Mackay
yesterday to visit the site of one
of the first National Rental
Affordability Scheme (NRAS)
sponsored projects.

The site of the visit was 19
Stevenson Street, Mackay,
where she inspected a project
being developed by Gainspace
Mackay.

The project consists of 35,
three-bedroom townhouses,
subsidised through NRAS.

She said the new homes
showed that great results could
be achieved when different
levels of government worked
together with local industry to
provide affordable housing.

Ms Plibersek said her visit to
Plantation Palms was unsche-
duled, but she was interested in
what the development was
doing to provide affordable
houses for the Mackay area.

“It is a challenge here in
Mackay because there is a
strong demand for housing.”

She said there were a lot of
families in this area who
worked in jobs that helped keep
the economy going. They in-
cluded teachers and hospitality
workers who have not been in
the position to build a new
home.

“Now people are able to build
a lovely home which is perfect
for the family - it is a win for
everyone,” she said.

1WEEIEE LINLIMITED
303 Nebo Road, City Gates
Phone: 49 521 460

Save with this week’s Specials:

Large Lettuce
Sweet Peaches
Broccoli
Shallots

FREE 1KG BAG of TOMATOES

with every purchase of fruit and vegetables over $20

.. $3.69 Kg

99¢ BunZh
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%\ also performed
CQ Skln Concer
e

cALL4954 7755 9-11 DOWNIE AVE - BUCASIA
BULK BILLED « NO REFERRAL REQUIRED

SKIN CANCER

Skin cancer checks, management and surgery
performed to the highest standards by
Dr Keith van den Heever

Vasectomies
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GRAB ONE OF THIS WEEK’S
GREAT BUCASIA MEAT

Honey Chilli
. Sausages

' $1 per kg off! ;
. Normally $8.99 per kg
. With Coupon $7.99 per kg

Meats -

Tuesday
CARTRIDGE DEAL

Ink Man
M
L

BAKERY DEAL

Whitsunday
Biscuit Factory

Harbour Road
(Opposite the Big

Bear Shopping Centre) Wi
Ph 4957 5277

Shop 1
45 Evans Avenue
North Mackay

Ph: 4953 3352

This Weeks
Bargains

Schnitzel

$1.00 Off per kg!
Normally $9.99 per kg

With Coupon $8.99 per kg! |22 f o

Hibiscus Shopping Centre - 44 Downie Ave, Bucasia - Ph/Fax: 4954 6998

Wednesday
HARDWARE DEAL

MITRE 10
Woodmans Mitre 10 - 281 Nebo Road
West Mackay Ph: 4952 9000

Crumbed Chicken
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34 Broad Street,

Ph: 4956 2199

Friday

ELECTRICAL DEAL

Vo]

SARINA & WALKERSTON

5 Dutton Street,
Walkerston

Ph: 4959 2067

Sarina

BARGAINS UP

coupon to get TODAY’s

Daily Mercury

FOR GRABS!
Cut out the featured

Local Bargain.

Offer valid while
stocks last, valid
upon presentation

of this coupon.

No Rainchecks.
1 deal per coupon.
Original coupon only.
1 coupon per person.

Valid until Sat 07/11/09 |




