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Turning lights
off turns us on
to the planet

By OWEN JACQUES

owen.jacques@dailymercury.com.au

DINERS at George's Thai
restaurant at Mackay Marina
were last night treated to a
candlelit dinner for all the
right reasons.

As part of the Daily Mercu-
ry's Mackay's Biggest Turn
Off campaign — to get homes
and businesses to turn off
their lights for half an hour to
raise awareness about the
environment — George's Thai
hit the off switch.

Restaurant co-owners
George and Vera Thanyakitti-
kul said they thought it was
a good idea to join in and
turn off the lights for about
half an hour for the environ-
ment.

“"We turned off the lights
and put candlelights on the
table,” Mr Thanyakittikul
said.

"It was a good thing to
do.”

He said switching off the
lights was something easy
that the business could do,
with minimal disruption from
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it's finished.

‘| think it was okay for the
half hour.”

Last night's demonstration
was considered a success.

Eimeo resident Sandra
Cain had a letter published
in the Daily Mercury's letters
to the editor section yester-
day about the importance of
doing practical things to help
out the environment.

She said Mackay's Biggest
Turn Off was a good start.

“Anything that gets people
thinking more —it's a good
thing,” Mrs Cain said.

"It doesn't seem to be
considered very often.”

She also said that debat-
ing over climate change was
pointless.

“Whether we have climate
change or not isn't the issue,
it's that we're making a mess
of the planet,” Mrs Cain said.

She said people should be
encouraged to do more to
help the environment rather
than being satisfied with a
half hour in the dark.

“I'd like to see more pe-
ople doing practical things
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George's Thai at the Mackay Marina was plunged into mood lighting as they took part in Mackay's Biggest Turn Off and

8pm until 8.30pm and “then about it,” she said. turned off the lights for 30 minutes to spread awareness about the environment.

I supply set to power
hern suburb of future
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Sola

Robert Kerr of Carbon Friendly Enterprises, left, and Plantation Palms deve-

loper Kim Clarke check out new solar lighting for the planned suburb.
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By SARAH CRAWFORD

Sarah.Crawford@dailymercury.com.au

IF all the street lights in
Mackay were run on
solar energy an entire
power station could be
shut down for good.

It’s an inspiring
thought.

And it is something
that developers of the
planned Northern
Beaches green suburb,
Plantation Palms, want
to put into practice on
the streets of their 298ha
estate.

By creating solar
street lighting, developer
Kim Clarke said they
would save money for
the residents and reduc-
ing greenhouse gas
emissions at the same
time.

“By day, the lights will
be pumping electricity
back into the grid and by
night the solar energy
will light up the streets,”
he said.

The production of
power to send back to
the electricity grid and
the low cost of the solar
energy will mean resi-
dents save on their bills.

Carbon Friendly En-
terprises marketing
manager Robert Kerr
said the installation of
solar lighting would pay
for itself in three to five
years through electricity
savings.

But before the streets
of the future suburb
could be lit-up under the
soft glow of solar, Planta-
tion Palms developers
had to get their proposal

approved by Ergon Ener-
gy and Mackay City
Council.

Yesterday, they began
their demonstration on
the effectiveness of
renewable energy by
installing solar lights for
their billboards.

“It will be a great
demonstration on sus-
tainable energy,” Mr
Clarke said.

Mr Kerr whose compa-
ny was installing the
solar panelling on the
billboards said there had
to be about a week of
extremely overcast
weather before the pow-

er source failed.

“And then there is a
back-up system that
lasts between three and
seven days,” he said.

Plantation Palms is off
Eimeo and Mackay-
Bucasia roads.

About half the estate
will be park and wet-
lands, and the develop-
ers are planning to in-
stall a grey water system
for all homes.

Mackay City Council
approved the first 100
blocks of the develop-
ment, which will even-
tually house 5000 resi-
dent, on August 23.

o MSA graded beef - guaranteed tender

« Exclusively stocking Tasmanian lamb & beef
- hormone & steroid free

« Mouth Watering gourmet sausages

Not only meat that tastes good,
meat that is good for you!
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shop 11¢c, mount pleasant greenfields shopping centre, north mackay, 4740 ph 4942 1970
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Skin Cancer checks, management
and surgery performed to the
highest standards by Dr Keith Van
Skin Cancer bulk

Please phone
Northern Beaches Family Practice

on 4954 7755
and request a SKIN CANCER appointment.
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